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Grade	6	ELA	Week	12	
	
All	previous	activities,	as	well	as	other	resources	can	be	found	on	the	Lowell	Public	Schools	website:	
https://www.lowell.k12.ma.us/Page/3802 
	
	
This	week	completes	a	focus	on	memoir	reading	and	personal	narrative	writing.		Your	child	should	be	
reading,	writing,	talking	and	writing	about	reading,	and	learning	new	vocabulary.	
	
	
Reading:	Students	need	to	read	each	day.	They	can	read	the	memoirs	included	in	this	packet	and/or	read	
any	of	the	memoirs	that	they	have	at	home,	or	can	access	online	at	Epic	Books,	Tumblebooks,	Raz	Kids,	or	
other	online	books.	All	resources	are	on	the	LPS	website.	There	is	something	for	everyone.	
	
	
Talking	and	Writing	about	Reading:	As	students	are	reading,	they	can	think	about	their	reading	and	get	
ready	for	summer.	Students	can	also	reflect	back	on	the	school	year	and	write	a	bit	about	what	they	liked	
or	learned.		
	
	
Writing:	Students	will	finish	working	on	personal	narratives	this	week.	These	resources	are	charts	with	
examples	to	help	your	child	write.	They	are	available	online	in	an	interactive	form	with	video	tutorials	
here:	Grade	6	Personal	Narrative	Writing	Choice	Board.	This	writing	should	finish	this	week.	Students	
will	be	writing,	then	making	it	even	better	by	revising,	writing	some	more,	and	at	the	end,	fixing	it	up	by	
editing.		
	
	
Word	Work:	Students	can	work	on	learning	new	vocabulary	as	they	read.	
	
	



My Summer Reading Plan 

Books/Authors I want to read: 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Where I will get books: 

Borrow from the library Read online Trade books with friends 

Buy at a bookstore Buy Online         Other ____________ 

Where I will read: 

In my bedroom In the living room Outside 

In my car  At the beach   Other ____________ 

Log all of the books that you read. If you read 1 book, write it down. If you read 100, 

write them down. You can write them here. If you run out of room, add another piece 

of paper.  

OR 

Looking for an even easier way to log your books, do it online. Click here to enter your 

book titles online. Your school will keep a list of all of the books that you read.  

Remember, you only need to log your books on paper or online. NOT BOTH! 

Happy Summer Reading! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSehB1QrOA7_Z1hxsHuoG_DCpB4AQjjPIIDUtNHjKK1954EZPw/viewform


The Follower 
by Jack Gantos 

My mother said he was trouble the first time I met him. His name was Frankie Pagoda and he had just 
been catapulted across his yard like a human cannonball and landed badly in ours. He was moaning as I 
stood over him, not knowing what to do. He was on his back and at first he wasn't moving, but slowly he 
began to gyrate his arms and legs like a stunned crab.  

"Who are you?" I asked. 
"Frankie . . . P—" he slowly replied. "Frankie Pagoda." 
He was in a lot of pain, and here's what was going on. His older brother, Scary Gary, who had 

already been in trouble with the law, had made him climb to the very top of a reedy Australian pine tree 
with a rope between his teeth. Then he tied the rope to the top of the tree and Gary tied the other end to 
the winch on Mr. Pagoda's tow truck. He winched the tip of the tree all the way down so it made a big 
spring and then Frankie held on like a Koala bear while Gary cut the rope with a machete. Frankie was 
launched like the stones the Romans flung at the Vandals. 

I was in my bedroom and Mom was in the kitchen; both of us had windows that faced the backyard. 
Then we heard that first ​Whoosh!​ of the tree and Frankie hollering, "Ahhhhhh!" That was followed by a 
thud and a very soulful moan. And this is how we found him—on his back with his arms and legs slowly 
stretching out. 

"Are you okay?" I asked. He slowly turned over onto his hands and knees.  
"Yeah," he said, wincing. "I've had worse." 
Mom pointed at him as if he were a garden pest. "He's a heap of trouble," she said to me. Then she 

said to Frankie, "If you have to hurt yourself, please do it in your own yard." 
He seemed to nod to that and I helped him up and he ran off. A few minutes later we heard, 

Whoosh!​ "Ahhhhh!" ​Thud!​ "Ugh!" He was back. 
"Something is messed up with those people," Mom said, chopping up onions that evening. 

"Something's wrong in their heads." 
Maybe there was something wrong with me, too. I was different from Frankie but still, the first 

moment I saw him in pain, it occurred to me that I wanted to be in pain, too. 
That evening my mother came into my room. "If I ever catch you playing with that kid or over at 

their house, you will be in big trouble. This is just a ​friendly​ warning," she said. 
"Why?" I asked. "He's a neighbor and will probably be a friend." 
"You should not be friends with kids who are a danger to themselves and others." 
I got some courage up and replied, "That's what I love about him." 
She pointed a red finger at my chest. "You are a ​follower​, not a leader," she said bluntly. "You are 

putty in the wrong hands. Don't get me wrong. You're a nice kid, but you are most definitely a follower."  
I sort of knew this was true but I didn't want to admit it to her. Plus, a little of me still wanted to 

believe that I was strong, that I was my own man and a great leader. 
But within a week I was Frankie's man, which was pretty scary because he was Gary's man, which 

made me low man on the totem pole—or pine tree. The first time Gary launched me, I hit a car. It was an 
old Mercury Cougar parked in their backyard. It didn't have any wheels and sat on its belly like a cat 
crouching to catch a bird. I hit the roof, which was like a steel trampoline. It dented down and popped up 
and I went springing off the top. As I was in the air, I kept thinking, ​When you hit the ground, roll and 
tumble and it won't hurt so much.​ This is what I had learned from watching ​Roller Derby​ on TV. It was my 
favorite show and very violent, but the players always avoided massive debilitating and life-threatening 
injuries as long as they rolled and tumbled across the wooden track or over the rails and into the rows of 
metal folding chairs. So, as I flew through the air, I stared at the grassy yard and planned my clever 



descent. I hit the ground with my outstretched arms and, instead of bouncing as if my hands were shock 
absorbers, I collapsed into the ground like a piece of space junk.  

I dislocated the fingers on my right hand, bruised the side of my face, and sprained my right 
shoulder. I limped home hunched over like Quasimodo and went straight to my room. A few minutes later I 
was barking in pain from relocating the joints in my fingers. I was so afraid my mother would see my 
bruised face that I stole my sister's makeup and powered my bruise. At dinner I couldn't use my right arm. 
It hung limply by my side like an elephant's trunk. I must have pinched a nerve on contact with the ground 
that left my arm paralyzed. Perhaps for life. I ate with my left hand and food kept falling down my chin 
and shirt and onto my lap.  

"What's wrong with your arm?" my mother asked. 
"Nothing," I mumbled. 
She sneered, stood up, and came around to my side. She grabbed my arm and pulled on it like it 

was the starter rope on a lawnmower engine. Something deep inside my shoulder went ​Pop! 
"Arghhh," I sighed. The relief from the pain was heavenly. 
"You are as dumb as a post," my mother said. "I'm warning you—don't play with that kid! He'll lead 

you to your death." 
I couldn't help myself. The next day I felt pretty good and my teeth no longer throbbed when I 

breathed through my mouth. As soon as my mother went into the bathroom I ran over to Frankie's house. 
His brother Gary had rigged up an electric chair with a train transformer. He ran copper leads from the 
transformer to chicken wire on the chair seat and duct-taped it down. 

"Don't be a chicken," he said demonically when he saw me. "Take a seat." 
I did and it was torture at its most challenging. When I got home I looked at my naked butt in the 

mirror, and it was singed with the same chicken wire pattern that was on the chair. "Wow," I said. "Pretty 
cool." 

The next day my mother did the laundry. She came to me with my pants, which were singed with 
the same wire pattern. "You don't have to tell me how this happened," she said. "You just have to stop. 
Whatever drives you to do this stuff is a sickness. So I'm grounding you for a while until you start 
displaying some sense." 

Maybe I was sick. Maybe I was a follower. But I couldn't help myself. I wanted to sneak back for 
more. I was just thinking of crawling out the window when I looked over at the Pagoda house, and Frankie 
had his bike up on the peak of his roof. He was poised to pedal down the slope and land in the pool, which 
was quite a distance from the eaves of the house. 

"Go!" Gary demanded. Frankie did. He pedaled as fast as he could and yelled all the way down and 
then was in the air. My vision was blocked by a bush, and instead of a splashing sound there was the 
springy metal sound of his bike hitting the concrete patio and clattering around. In a minute Gary was 
hollering at him to stop being a sissy and to get up and the dent in his forehead wasn't anything to cry 
over. I rubbed my hand over my forehead. ​Perhaps a little dent of my own would look good​, I thought. 

The ambulance arrived in a few minutes. After some begging, Mom allowed me to visit Frankie in 
the hospital, and later, once Scary Gary was sent off to a special program for dangerous boys, I even 
snuck over to Frankie's house a few times. He recovered just fine. And because he stopped doing dumb 
things for Gary, I stopped doing dumb things for him. He was a follower too, like me. And when you put two 
followers together nothing really bad happens. We didn't get hurt for a while or do anything too stupid. 
About a month went by before I secretly hoped Scary Gary would return home and rescue us from being 
so dull. I was bored out of my mind. 
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If you could go back in 

time and restart the 

school year, what 

would you do 

differently and why?

Go back in time to the first 

day of school, and write a 

letter to yourself describing 

three of the things you will 

learn this year and why 

they’re important.

What were your least 

favorite parts of this 

school year?

What one word would 

describe this school 

year? Explain why you 

chose the word.

What will you miss most 

about your 

classmates?

What will you miss most 

about your teacher?

What were your 

favorite parts of this 

school year?

1 2

3 4

5 6
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What will you miss most 

about your 

classroom/school?

Go back in time to the first 

day of school, and write a 

letter to yourself describing 

three of the things you will 

learn this year and why 

they’re important.

What was your favorite 

academic activity or 

event from this school 

year?

What was the best 

day you had this year? 

What made it the 

best?

What was the most 

interesting skill or topic 

you learned this year?

What was the most 

difficult skill or topic 

you learned this year?

What was your favorite 

non-academic activity 

or event from this 

school year?

7 8

9 10

11 12
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What was something 

that was difficult for 

you at first but is now 

easy?

Go back in time to the first 

day of school, and write a 

letter to yourself describing 

three of the things you will 

learn this year and why 

they’re important.

What do you wish that 

you had studied or 

learned this year?

What do you think was 

the most important 

things you learned this 

school year?

What did you 

accomplish this year 

that you are most 

proud of?

What was the kindest 

gesture you did for 

someone this year? 

What was the easiest 

skill or topic you 

learned this year?

13 14

15 16

17 18
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What was the kindest 

gesture someone did 

for you this year?

Go back in time to the first 

day of school, and write a 

letter to yourself describing 

three of the things you will 

learn this year and why 

they’re important.

Which area of the 

school was your 

favorite? Why?

What will you miss most 

about this school 

year?

What was your favorite 

part of a normal 

school day? Why?

What was your favorite 

book you read in 

school this year?

Which area of the 

classroom was your 

favorite? Why?

19 20

21 22

23 24



Think of a person, place, or moment in your life 
(maybe a first or last time, or a time when you 
realized something) that matters, and write a story 
about it.

mnewell
Typewritten Text
Grade 6 Personal Narrative Writing Choice Board - Visit the online option for an interactive board with tutorials. Use the anchor charts to help you write your own personal narrative. 





Lead 1 - Inner Thoughts
Ughhhh… not again!  I could see that 
Natalie and Max were already in the 
lunchroom and, of course, sitting together.

Lead 2 - Actions
I saw them together and immediately put on 
my biggest smile, held my head up, and 
bounced into the cafeteria like I didn’t have a 
care in the world.  I started laughing loudly, 
pretending that the person next to me had 
just said something SO funny. 

Lead 3- Dialogue
“Oh, HEY, Sarah!  How ARE you? I said, way 
too loudly.
“Um, fine?” How are you?” Sarah responded.
“Oh my gosh, Sarah, that is SO funny!” I 
basically shouted.
“Um, what’s funny?” Sarah asked, confused.
“Oh, Sarah, you are just too much!” I laughed, 
confusing her even more.  Quickly, I looked to 
see if Natalie noticed all of this.







May be reproduced for classroom use. © 2014 by Lucy Calkins and Colleagues from the TCRWP from Units of Study in Argument, Information, and Narrative Writing, Grades 6–8 (firsthand: Portsmouth, NH).

1FIG. 17–3 “The Unexpected Brother” by Gracie
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2FIG. 17–3 (Continued)
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Typewritten Text
New Vocabulary Word: ___________________________
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Math Grade 6 Week 12 (June 8 - 12)
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YOUR CHALLENGE
Design and build something that can carry a Ping-Pong ball from the top of a zip 
line string to the bottom in four seconds (or less!). 

BRAINSTORM & DESIGN
Look at your materials and think about the questions below. Then sketch your 
ideas on a piece of paper or in your design notebook.

 1. Using these materials, what can you design that can carry a Ping-Pong ball 
down a zip line?

 2. How will your Ping-Pong ball carrier stay on the zip line as it goes from the top 
to the bottom?

 3. What kinds of materials should be in contact with the zip line so that the 
carrier slides quickly?

BUILD, TEST, EVALUATE & REDESIGN
Use the materials to build your Ping-Pong ball carrier. Then make a zip line. Run 
the line between the back of a chair and a stack of books. Make sure the high end 
is about two feet above the low end. Test the carrier by putting it on the line. When 
you test, your design may not work as planned. The design process is all about “if 
at fi rst you don’t succeed, then try, try again.” On Design Squad, we say, “Fail 
fast—succeed sooner!” Study the problems and then redesign. For 
example, if your Ping-Pong ball carrier:

 • keeps dropping the ball—Check that it has a big enough place to 
hold the ball.

 • stops partway down—Make sure there’s nothing blocking your 
carrier where it touches the line.

 • doesn’t balance well—Adjust the weights. Add weights or move 
them so they are farther below the zip line. Doing this changes 
the carrier’s center of gravity, the point within an object where 
all parts are in balance with one another. See how changing the 
numbers and positions of washers affects the carrier’s balance.

 • takes longer than four seconds to travel the zip line—Find ways to reduce 
friction. Yes, there’s friction—the force that resists motion—even when you’re 
dealing with something as smooth as fi shing line. You’ll fi nd friction anytime 
things rub together. Experiment with different materials to see if you can reduce 
friction and speed up the Ping-Pong ball carrier.

MATERIALS (per person)

• chipboard (from a cereal 
box or back of a notepad)

• 2–4 small paper cups 
(i.e., 3-ounce)

• Ping-Pong ball
• 4 plastic straws
• scissors
• single-hole hole punch
• 4 feet of smooth line 

(e.g., fi shing line or 
unwaxed dental fl oss)

• tape (duct or masking)
• 4 standard, fl at steel 

washers (1 inch in 
diameter or larger)

• 4 wooden skewers

ZIP LINE
pbs.org/designsquad



TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL
• Slow down! Build a carrier that takes ten seconds to travel the length of the 

zip line.

• Piggyback time. Make a carrier that can hold several Ping-Pong balls at the 
same time.

• Blast off! Find a way to launch the Ping-Pong ball when the carrier gets to the 
end of the zip line.

• On your mark. Get set. Go! Set up two zip lines and race different ball carriers.

ENGINEERING IN ACTION
Ever want to zip up the side of a building like Batman or 
Spiderman? Now this superpower can be yours, thanks to engineer 
Nate Ball, host of Design Squad, and his friends. For a contest, 
they designed and built a climbing device that could carry a person 
50 feet up the side of a building in less than fi ve seconds. After 
months of work, the team tested their climber by lifting a 
150-pound load of tires. Nate recalls, “After a few seconds, there 
was an awful sound. The gearbox exploded. The tires smashed to 
the ground with a huge crash.” After analyzing the ruined climber, 
they made lots of changes and ended up winning third prize in the 
contest. Ultimately, they patented the climber and started a 
company to sell it. Today, soldiers, fi refi ghters, and rescue workers 
around the world use the team’s climber to fl y up buildings. Now, 
those are real superheroes.

MAKE IT ONLINE
Travel by blimp, anyone?
Build a jet-propelled blimp 
that can travel across a large 
room. Make it out of 2 
balloons, 2 straws, and some 
clay and tape. See how on 
Make Magazine’s project page 
at makezine.com/designsquad.

Watch the DESIGN SQUAD Backyard Thrill Ride 
 episode on PBS or online at pbs.org/designsquad.

Major funding for Design Squad is provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and the 
Intel Foundation. Additional funding is provided by the National Council of Examiners for 
Engineering and Surveying, United Engineering Foundation (ASCE, ASME, AIChE, IEEE, AIME), 
Noyce Foundation, Northrop Grumman Foundation, the IEEE, and the Intel Corporation.

© 2008 WGBH Educational Foundation. Design Squad and logo are trademarks 
of WGBH Educational Foundation. All rights reserved. All third party trademarks 
are the property of their respective owners. Used with permission.
Design Squad is produced by WGBH Boston. 
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NAME:___________________________________________________________________________	DATE:_____________	Block:_____	

	

PLATE	TECTONICS:	CLAIM-EVIDENCE-REASONING		
	
	
Stimuli:		
	
1) Plate tectonics puzzle  
2) Volcanoes map 
3) Earthquakes map 
4) Age of oceanic rock map 
	
	

CLAIM:		
Earth’s	crust	is	made	up	of	plates	that	have	moved	over	time.	

	

EVIDENCE:	(Describe	the	evidence	that	supports	the	idea	that	the	plates	have	shifted	and	moved	over	time;	this	
means	describing	evidence	that	allow	us	to	know	that	the	continents	used	to	be	in	different	places	and	evidence	that	
supports	the	idea	that	the	plates	are	still	moving.	Basically,	describe	all	of	the	map	data	we	collected.)	
	

Name	of	evidence	 What	does	the	evidence/map	data	show?	(Describe	what	you	can	see.)	

	

	

	

	

	

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

	

	

	

	

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

	

	

	

	

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________	
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REASONING:	(Explain	how	this	evidence	supports	the	claim	that	the	Earth’s	tectonic	plates	have	moved	over	time;	
specifically	discuss	the	different	examples	of	evidence	and	how	each	of	these	examples	shows	that	the	Earth’s	plates	
have	moved	over	time	and	continue	to	move	every	day.)	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

Claim-Evidence-Reasoning	Checklist:	

Category	 Things	That	Should	Be	In	Your	CER:	 Things	to	Fix:	

Evidence	 � Includes	three	examples	of	map	
data	we	observed	in	class	

	

� Table	describes	in	detail	what	the	
map	data	shows	(i.e.	what	you	can	

see	on	the	map)	for	all	three	

examples	of	data	

	

� For	exceeds:	mentions	specific	
continents/land	masses	and/or	is	

very	detailed	

� Does	not	describe	what	can	be	
observed	about	three	different	

pieces	of	map	data	

	

� Includes	reasoning	
	

� Explains	what	data	means	or	why	
it	matters	

	

� Explains	the	logic	behind	why	the	
map	data	shows	that	the	Earth	is	

made	of	plates	

Reasoning	 � Includes	reasoning	
	

� Explains	the	connection	between	
the	map	data	and	Earth’s	moving	

tectonic	plates	

	

� Describes	how	all	three	pieces	of	
map	data	in	the	evidence	table	

support	the	idea	of	moving	

tectonic	plates	

	

� For	an	exceeds:	mentions	extra	
pieces	of	data;	mentions	specific	

continents;	considers	what	would	

be	different	if	there	were	no	plates	

� Lacks	detail	
	

� Is	unclear	about	why	we	know	
that	the	Earth	is	made	of	tectonic	

plates	and	these	move	around	

over	time	

	

� Reasoning	does	not	cite	all	three	
sets	of	data	from	the	evidence	

table	



Investigation 6:  Volcanoes and Earthquakes

USGS PUZZLE PIECES

Teacher Master EE

DIRECTIONS:  Cut out each of the continental
land masses along the edge of the continental
shelf (the outer line).

Fossil Evidence

U.S. Department of the Interior
U.S. Geological Survey

This Dynamic Planet; A Teaching Companion
Wegener’s Puzzling Continental Drift Evidence
U.S. Geological Survey, 2008
For updates see <http://volcanoes.usgs.gov/about/edu/dynamicplanet>
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Google Maps

https://goo.gl/mqTeJu

Google Maps

https://goo.gl/yQc1Cc

Google Maps

https://goo.gl/68QhOx

Google Maps

https://goo.gl/CMKZHS
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Google Maps

https://goo.gl/efbnTW

Google Maps

https://goo.gl/7KrqKY

Google Maps

https://goo.gl/eS4QJ5

Google Maps

https://goo.gl/7kLV06

https://goo.gl/efbnTW
https://goo.gl/efbnTW
https://goo.gl/7KrqKY
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Google Maps

https://goo.gl/rTE5oN

Google Maps

https://goo.gl/yhTsD3

Google Images

https://goo.gl/iz19Uw

Google Maps

https://goo.gl/IM1uiX

https://goo.gl/rTE5oN
https://goo.gl/rTE5oN
https://goo.gl/yhTsD3
https://goo.gl/yhTsD3
https://goo.gl/iz19Uw
https://goo.gl/iz19Uw
https://goo.gl/IM1uiX
https://goo.gl/IM1uiX




Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Pick a character 
from a book. Write 3 
different messages 

that character 
would post on social 
media! Can include 

pictures! 
 

Find 10 random food 
items of your choice 
in your house. Line 

them up in 
alphabetical order. 

A-Z.  
 

Example: Crackers, 
Apple, Banana 

 
Apple, Banana, 

Crackers 

Write a letter to 
students that will be 

in 6th grade next 
year. What do they 
need to know to be 
a successful middle 

schooler or 6th 
grader? 

 
Make sure you share 

with your teacher! 

Create a poster on 
a piece of paper to 

persuade others 
about conservation. 

It can be about 
recycling, saving an 

endangered 
species, etc.  

 
 

Write your own math 
problem and solve 
it. Then, write to 
explain how you 
solved it.  
 
Example: 5/8+7/11= 
 
First, ____. Next, ___. 
Last, ____. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Rewrite part of a 
fiction story from 
a different point 

of view. Does the 
story change? 

What would we 
learn about 

different 
characters? Be 

creative! 

Use things around 
your house to 

create an invention 
to launch items into 
the air using force. 
How do you get 

items to go farther? 
Less distance? 

Higher? Sketch and 
label your invention. 

Practice reading 
aloud to someone in 

your family. Then, 
ask your family 

member questions 
about the text to 
see if they were 

listening! 

Find 5 things in your 
home that have acute 

angles.  
Find 5 things in you 

home that have obtuse 
angles.  

Find 5 things in your 
home with lines that are 

parallel.  
 

Sketch and label these 
items! 

Write your opinion on 
distance learning. How 

do you feel about 
learning from home? 

Do you like it/dislike it? 
Why? Write three 

reasons.  
 

I like/dislike distance 
learning. First, ____ 

because ____. Another 
reason I ____ is because 

____. Finally, ______. 
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